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Words of Welcome
Pastor Todd
The holidays bring with them a mix of emotions: nostalgia, anxiety, anticipation, hope,
joy, grief and more. Some of these emotions are more welcome at this time of year than
others. We might feel pressure to act happy because it’s Christmastime when inside we
don’t feel that way. That’s not the true message of Christmas. God sent the Christ child
for the very purpose of sharing our common lot with all of its circumstances and
emotions pleasant and unpleasant. In becoming one of us, God accepts all of us. So
bring yourself, just as you are to grieve, remember, celebrate, and cherish loved ones
who have passed on and the God who embraces us all.
Opening Prayer
Rev. Dr. Sandra Fischer
God of mercy, we pray for ourselves. We pray for our dear ones. We pray for those who
have passed on. We pray for our neighbors and communities. We pray for all of us, who
in one way or another have been affected by this year of global pandemic. Because of
the pandemic, some of us haven’t had the chance to say good-bye in a way we had
hoped. Our grief is complicated; our loss ambiguous. Wrap us in your boundless
embrace. Heal our hearts made heavy with sorrow. Lift our spirits so that we might join
the heavenly chorus singing, “Peace on earth and good will to all.” Amen.
Carol

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Insert, vss. 1, 2

Advent Wreath

Deacon

This Advent we light the first candle acknowledging our grief and inviting God’s
consolation into our hearts.
Lights the first candle.
We light the second candle accepting our pain and inviting God’s comfort.
Lights the second candle.
We light the third candle noticing our fears and remembering that God’s perfect love
casts out fear.
Lights the third candle.
We light the fourth candle honoring our struggle as a sign of the divine life that lives in
and through us.
Lights the fourth candle.
Musical selection
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Listening for a Word of Hope
Reading

1 John 4: 7-8
1 Corinthians 13: 4-8a

Words of Encouragement

Deacon

Rev. Denny Moon

Musical selection
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Candle Lighting and Reading Names

Frank Carmon
Prayer and Blessing

Pastoral Prayer
Benediction
Postlude
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Rev. Dr. Sandra Fischer
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